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I N T R O D U C T I O N

CPA has a dedicated team of  Chartered Cl in ica l  and Counsel l ing Psychologists

who prov ide medico- legal  assessments,  reports  and expert  wi tness test imony

throughout  the UK.  We a lso del iver  effect ive psychologica l  t reatment  when th is  is

recommended as part  of  a  medico- legal  process.  

The inst ruct ions we receive are wide in  scope and encompass most  areas of  law,

inc luding personal  in jury,  cr imina l ,  employment ,  fami ly  and immigrat ion.  

P E R S O N A L  I N J U R Y

In the area of  personal  in jury l i t igat ion,  the law of  psychological  harm has

developed great ly  in recent years.  However,  fundamental  d ist inct ions are st i l l

drawn between recoverable psychological  in jur ies and symptoms that  do not  resul t

in damages.  

CPA recognises that  for  l i t igators and thei r  insurer  c l ients,  a precise diagnosis at

the ear l iest  possible stage is  essent ia l ,  as wel l  as a c lear  understanding of  an

indiv idual ’s  c i rcumstances and mental  state pre- and post- in jury so that  an

accurate future prognosis can be establ ished.

Successful  instruct ions have included assessment of :

Post- t raumat ic  s t ress d isorder  and other  menta l  heal th  problems in

an indiv idual  who was assaul ted

Psychological  wel l -being of  an indiv idual  who was at tacked by a

pol ice dog

Psychological  impact  on an indiv idual  o f  being deta ined under  the

Menta l  Heal th  Act

Post- t raumat ic  s t ress d isorder  in  veterans of  ar med conf l ic t  in  I raq

and Afghanis tan

Psychological  impact  on a minor  of  wi tness ing h is  father  being

at tacked wi th  a weapon

W H Y  W E  A R E  D I F F E R E N T
• We have one of the lowest ‘call-to-court rates’ of any psychology practice due to the 

exceptional quality of our reports

• We guarantee a rapid response and turnaround, typically completing reports within 2-3 weeks 
of initial instructions

• We accept all appropriate instructions, from legal aid cases to high profile class actions

• We allocate all new instructions to our in-house psychologists on the basis of their relevant 
experience, rather than simply who is available at the time

• We respond flexibly to the needs of our clients, demonstrated by our 50:50 ratio of defence 
and prosecution instructions



C R I M I N A L

In the cr iminal  just ice system, mental  heal th problems can serve as important

mit igat ing factors.  As wel l  as inf luencing the act ions of  an indiv idual  dur ing the

commission of  an offence,  mental  heal th di ff icul t ies may a lso affect  thei r  abi l i ty  to

provide re l iable ev idence or  test i fy  in court .

CPA provides comprehensive assessments that  inform the court  of  the extent  to

which mental  heal th problems, under ly ing personal i ty  d isturbance or  cognit ive

impairment may have inf luenced a defendant’s act ions.  Where re levant,  the 

ident i f icat ion of  mal inger ing or  the fe igning of  symptoms of  psychological  d istress

is an important  aspect of  th is  process.

Successful  instruct ions f rom part ies represent ing prosecut ion and defence have

included assessment of :

Menta l  heal th  and personal i ty  o f  an indiv idual  who was unable to

prov ide a sample fo l lowing the i r  ar rest  for  dr iv ing whi le  under  the

inf luence of  i l legal  substances

Psychological  impact  on an indiv idual  o f  a  ser ious phys ical  assaul t

Post - t raumat ic  s t ress d isorder  and other  menta l  heal th  problems in  an

indiv idual  a l leged to have commit ted at tempted murder

Cogni t ive funct ion ing and r isk  of  re-of fending of  an indiv idual  charged

wi th indecent  exposure

Menta l  heal th  and personal i ty  o f  an indiv idual  who commit ted arson

Mal inger ing in  re lat ion to  menta l  heal th  problems in  an indiv idual

a l leged to have cla imed incapaci ty  benef i t  f raudulent ly

O U R  T E A M
• Highly qualified psychologists who are chartered by the British Psychological Society and 

registered with the Health Professions Council

• Directly employed by CPA to ensure quality and consistency, meaning we do not need to rely
on associates

• Available at very short notice at any location in the UK

• Registered as Expert Witnesses

• Utilise an extensive battery of standardised psychometric assessment measures that are widely 
recognised and have proven validity and reliability

• Skilled in assessing a wide range of specialist areas, including cognitive functioning, personality
disorder, family and parenting ability, forensic and risk assessment, and malingering



F A M I L Y

Although the breakdown of  fami ly  re lat ionships is  devastat ing for  everyone

involved,  the negat ive impact on chi ldren’s development,  emot ional  wel l -being and

abi l i ty  to form attachments is  part icular ly  profound. Minimis ing distress and

protect ing the interests of  chi ldren requires a c lear  understanding of  thei r

emot ional  needs and, where necessary,  an evaluat ion of  the sui tabi l i ty  of  those

car ing for  them. 

CPA undertakes comprehensive assessments of  the psychological  wel l -being of

chi ldren and thei r  re lat ionships with the adul ts involved in thei r  care on behal f  of

socia l  serv ices departments,  parents,  guardians and professional  carers.  

Successful  instruct ions have included assessment of :

I M M I G R A T I O N

Mental  heal th problems can affect  the capaci ty of  people to cope with or

understand the legal  processes involved in obtain ing leave to remain in the UK,

whi lst  a lso inter fer ing with thei r  abi l i ty  to form socia l  re lat ionships and integrate

into a new society.  Under these c i rcumstances,  deport ing an indiv idual  back to

thei r  country of  or ig in or  restr ict ing thei r  access to appropr iate care serv ices in

the UK may const i tute a breach of  thei r  human r ights.

CPA has specia l ist  Cl in ical  Psychologists who have considerable exper ience of

working with refugees and asylum seekers,  us ing interpreters when appropr iate.

This has resul ted in CPA being appointed the sole instructees of  the Treasury

Sol ic i tors Department for  a government c lass act ion involv ing asylum seekers.

Successful  instruct ions have included assessment of :

Contact us today to discuss your instructions.

(t) 0161 834 4662 (e) enquiries@cpa-ltd.co.uk

Relat ionship between a chi ld and h is  mater nal  grandmother  to  fac i l i tate

care proceedings

Sui tabi l i ty  o f  a  res ident ia l  care ser v ice for  a  young person wi th

emot ional  and behavioura l  d i f f icu l t ies

Impact  of  a  mother ’s  menta l  heal th  problems on her  chi ldren and her

long- ter m sui tabi l i ty  to  prov ide care

Chi ld ’s  menta l  heal th  fo l lowing pro longed parenta l  abuse,  wi th  a v iew

to deter min ing the most  appropr iate fu ture p lacements

Post- t raumat ic  s t ress d isorder  and the psychological  impact  on an

indiv idual  o f  being retur ned to the i r  countr y  of  or ig in

The level  o f  understanding of  an indiv idual  wi th  language di f f icu l t ies

and menta l  heal th  problems

The impact  on an indiv idual ’s  psychological  wel l -being of  events  that

occur red in  a detent ion centre in  the UK

Prov is ion of  exper t  wi tness test imony at  immigrat ion t r ibunals


